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Mission Statement
Friends of Baker Park, Inc., is 
a non-profit, volunteer-staffed 
community service organization
dedicated to fostering community 
involvement with the Frederick 
City Government in the 
preservation, restoration, use and 
maintenance of Baker Park.

2013 Board of Directors
Kathy Fay, President
Peter Brehm,  

President Elect/Secretary
Charlotte Meierhoefer, Treasurer
Nancy Cline, Director
Robin Cook, Director
Emily Dorr, Director
Betsy Fisher, Director
Denise Gouin, Director
Michael Paskowsky, Director
Roberta McNamara, Director
Sarah Costlow
Ginny Brace, Friends of 

Waterford Park Liaison

Friends of Baker Park
P.O. Box 4146
Frederick, Maryland 21705-4146
Contact: Kathy Fay, President
friendsofbakerpark@gmail.com

Friends of Baker Park applied for and received a grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust 
for $30,000 for the design of a storm water mitigation plan for Culler Lake. The 
award was announced in late 2012, and in early 2013 Friends of Baker Park signed 
two agreements to begin pursuing completion of a design in 2013. First, and after 
careful consideration of several design firms and their proposals, the Friends selected 
Frederick Seibert & Associates, Inc. of Hagerstown, MD, as the design firm. Second, 
and with thanks to the firm for its ongoing pro-bono support, the Friends agreed to 
hire Morgan-Keller as a project planning advisor to assist with technical elements 
of the design planning and building process. Friends of Baker Park Board Member 
Michael Paskowsky is serving as overall project leader.

Under the terms of the grant, a ready-to-build design must be completed in 2013. 
Frederick Seibert & Associates, Inc. has provided three conceptual plans to the Friends 
of Baker Park Board, which after a meeting with the Board yielded a plan that drew 
upon the ideas presented. This plan, which was posted at the recent Green Neighbor 
Forum for attendees to see, has subsequently been shared with City of Frederick staff 
prior to being presented to the City Recreation and Parks commission in March.

“The importance of this generous Chesapeake Bay Trust grant in providing the 
catalyst for development of the storm water mitigation plan cannot be overstated,” 
said Friends of Baker Park President Kathy Fay, adding, “These funds, together with 
the expertise of Frederick Seibert and Morgan Keller, will allow us to create a plan 
that will dramatically improve the quality of the water entering Culler Lake from 
storm sewers, water already in Culler Lake, and water being pumped into Culler Lake 
from Carroll Creek, as well as water draining from the lake into Carroll Creek and 
eventually into the Monocacy River and the Chesapeake Bay.” Fay also noted that this 
project will help the City of Frederick in meeting its storm water discharge goals. “Our 
next step is raising the funds necessary to build the design,“ Fay concluded, “and we 
have started working with a range of residents, organizations, and agencies at the City, 
County, and State level to raise these monies.”

Board Members Robin Cook, Emily 
Dorr, Michael Paskowsky and Peter 
Brehm in Annapolis where they 
testified before the House and
Senate for State Bond funds
in the amount of $125,000
which the Friends will match.

Friends of Baker Park receive $30K 
Chesapeake Bay Trust Grant

NOTE: All Baker Park tennis courts 
will be closed effective Monday, 
April 22, 2013 until this project  
is completed. More information  
can be found on the City’s website  
www.cityoffrederick.com.
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Membership and 
Giving Notes
Welcome New Members! 
Our Fall Membership Drive was a huge 
success! We are happy to welcome many 
new members, extend a thank you to 
those members that upgraded to Life 
status, and welcome back some former 
members that rejoined our organization.  
We would also like to thank our existing 
members for their continued support of 
FOBP each year. If you need to update 
your contact information or have any 
membership questions, please feel free  
to contact Patty Kettlestrings at 
jpkstrings@comcast.net.

New Individual, Family or 
Business Members
Ryan Berges
Ginny Brace & Jana Moberly
Krista & BJ Davisson
Vaughan A. Hastings
Bob & Pat Mayernik
Elizabeth & Warren Morningstar
James Poles
George & Diane Ruszat
Amy & Matt McGreevy
Ellen West
Mark W. Brown
John & Jennifer Grove

New Life Members
Gregg & Kathleen Horner
G. Leslie Geiger & James J. Bickley
Bob Funk & Dave Kehne
John & Patricia Kettlestrings

General Fund Donations
The Friends of Baker Park would 
also like to thank all of you who give 
donations to the Friends of Baker Park 
above and beyond the annual dues or 
your established Lifetime Membership…
your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

Bob & Judith Lauer
Frances Randall
Clarence & Jeanie Reeder
Bob & Celeste Sanchez
Ryan Berges
Candy & JJ Greenway
Elizabeth & Warren Morningstar
Dorinne Armstrong

Donation Opportunities for Baker Park
This is a meaningful way to honor loved ones and contribute to help Baker Park 
remain beautiful and accessible to Frederick residents and visitors.

Benches 6ft-$2500 or 8ft-$3000 including plaque: Contact Nancy Cline 301-662-8076

Trees $200-400: Contact Denise Gouin 301-694-3149

Picnic Pavilions $4125 including plaque: Contact Denise Gouin 301-694-3149

General Donation Fund
Checks payable to Friends of Baker Park, Box 4146, Frederick, MD 21705

Gift Planning & Major Gifts
If you or a loved one is interested in planning a major gift to Friends of Baker Park 
please contact our President, Kathy Fay. Gift planning is a great way to defer your 
gift and offers potential savings on income and estate taxes. It can be as simple as 
designating Friends of Baker Park in a will or trust.

Spring Bench Donations
Benches
In honor of Clyde and Olga Roney, Donated by the Roney Family

There are many sites still available for new benches. Donating, or honoring someone special, 
with a long lasting bench is a wonderful way to help beautify Baker Park!

Membership Form
 Yes, I wish to become a member of the Friends of Baker Park. I have enclosed payment 

for the membership category indicated below.

Name:	 Email

Address	 Telephone

City	 Sate	 Zip

Membership Status:   New      Renewal	 Date: ________________

Membership Type:   Individual $10      Family $25      Business $50      Lifetime $350

Consider giving toward our general fund to help Friends of Baker Park $________________

Please complete, detach and mail to FOBP, PO Box 4146, Frederick, MD 21701 
Be sure to give us your email address - we promise it will go no further!

Spring Tree Donations
Since our last newsletter, three trees were planted to beautify 
Baker Park. Marilyn Quinn Jacobson and the Jacobson family 
donated a Kwanzan Cherry tree that was planted in the Rhoades 
Garden in honor of her late husband. Another Kwanzan Cherry 
tree was planted along Carroll Parkway. It was donated by Mrs. 
Barbara Foris in honor of her late husband Dr. Nicholas P. Foris. 
Judge John Tisdale wanted to honor his mother-in-law Peggy 
Ririe by donating an October Glory Maple tree that was planted 
next to the ball field on 2nd Street. A bench was also donated 
in her honor. She used to sit and watch baseball games while 
babysitting her grandchildren.

We would like to thank the donors for adding to the 
beautification of our park. The trees that are chosen are always 
indigenous to our area to guarantee healthy growth.

Judge John Tisdale
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Green Neighbor Forum a Huge Success

Nearly 100 registrants from throughout 
Frederick joined together on Saturday, 
March 2, at the Hood College Whitaker 
Campus Center to hear a slate of speakers 
discuss practical and specific programs 
and activities that renters and home-
owners can pursue to be better stewards 
of the environment. 

Joining Friends of Baker Park in 
underwriting the event with direct 
and in-kind financial support were the 
Frederick County Office of Sustainability 
and Environmental Resources/The Green 
Leader Challenge, The Trail House (see 
related article), the Hood College Coastal 
Studies Program, the student Hood 
Environmental Advocacy Team (HEAT), 
and Jean Peterson Design.

Dr. Drew Ferrier of the Hood College 
Coastal Studies Program keynoted the 
event with an overview of how citizens 
who live in the 66 acres upstream of 
Culler Lake affect the quality of water 
and stream bed integrity in Carroll 
Creek, the Monocacy, the Potomac, and 
the Chesapeake Bay. One of his key 
guiding principles was that incremental 
improvements by each of us can 
cause big and helpful changes to our 
downstream watersheds. Following him 
was Sabrina Harder of the Frederick 
County Office of Sustainability and 

Environmental Resources. She introduced 
attendees to The Green Homes Challenge 
and its component programs on 
becoming a Power Saver; A Green Leader; 
and a Renewable Star. She also discussed 
upcoming plans to pursue community 
solar technology purchases at a discount 
under a Solarize Frederick project. 

Four workshops then followed. Ruth 
H. Axelrod, University of Maryland 
University College and Frederick County 
Master Gardener, introduced attendees 
to gardening options and practices 
that help support our ecosystem, 
including diversifying with native trees, 
plants and ground covers, creating 
habitat and managing soil fertility. In 
a parallel session, Annmarie Creamer 
of the Frederick County Department 
of Solid Waste Management discussed 
composting, Recycling, and other Solid 
Waste Stream Reduction Strategies. 

Following a break, Michael Judd of 
Ecologia, Edible & Ecological Landscapes 
addressed rain water harvesting designs 
that retain rain water and reduce storm 
water runoff, including raised bed 
gardens shaped on contour, rain gardens, 
french drains, dry wells and food forests 
that turn runoff into bounty. In parallel 
session, Heather Montgomery of the 
Frederick County Office of Sustainability 

and Environmental Resource Attendees 
detailed examples of community 
restoration projects installed throughout 
Frederick County via collaborative 
partnerships supported by the Monocacy 
& Catoctin Watershed Alliance. She noted 
that these restoration projects include 
reforestation plantings, urban tree canopy 
initiatives, engineered bioretention swales, 
and rain gardens.

Exhibitors at the event included Friends 
of Waterford Park, Frederick County 
Master Gardeners, Ecologia, Edible 
& Ecological Landscapes, Frederick 
County Office of Sustainability and 
Environmental Resources, Stadler 
Nurseries, Aquabarrel LLC, Porter 
Fieldhouse Foundation, LLC, Standard 
Solar, and Lucy and Amelia, LLC.

Friends of Baker Park, Inc. was joined 
by other event cosponsors, including 
Friends of Waterford Park, Hood College 
Coastal Studies Program, Frederick 
County Office of Sustainability and 
Environmental Resources, the Hood 
Environmental Advocacy Team (HEAT), 
Neighborhood Advisory Council (NAC) 
6/9, Frederick County Master Gardeners 
(FCMG), Downtown Frederick 
Partnership, The Garden Club of 
Frederick, and The Men’s Garden Club 
of Frederick.

The Trail House and the Patagonia Company Support 
Friends of Baker Park Environmental Efforts
Last October and November The Trail House chose Friends of Baker Park as the recipient
of money from a Patagonia Company program  in which a portion of Patagonia shoes
sales was donated to a local non profit. We received $200 from the campaign and Clyde
and Gerry Hicks matched that sum. A similar campaign will run between May 4 and May 18. 
Stop by the Trail House during their sale on May 4th to shop for shoes and say thank you!
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P.O. Box 4146
Frederick, MD 21705-4146

Annual Membership Meeting 
May 13, 2013 • 6:00 p.m. Hood College • Hodson Science Building, HT131

Listen to the Hood College students from the Center for Coastal and Watershet Studies talk about their research 
project detailed below. Please park in the Whitaker Campus Center lot. Hodson is building 21 on the map found 
online at http://www.hood.edu/about-hood/visit-campus/campus-map.html.

Working under the direction Hood College Professor of Biology Drew Ferrier, Hood College students have initiated a 
series of research projects pertaining to Culler Lake. Projects include:

• �A bathymetric evaluation of the lake’s bottom, which is useful in understanding the shape of the lake basin and how 
the present-day lake compares with original grading plans from the 1930’s. This effort will be especially timely since 
the anecdotal reports that the lake is 4 feet at its deepest is disputed by some long-time city employees. The effort 
will also help gauge the depth of the lake bottom versus the thickness of lake sediment resting on the bottom.

• �Water quality and biological sampling, which will be useful in establishing a baseline for current lake water quality 
before the storm-water mitigation projects and other water improvement efforts begin. An analysis of phosphates, 
nitrogen, and solids will be included in the water-quality portion, while a determination of the amount of algae in 
the lake will be the focus of the biological sampling.

When necessary, students will use small inflatable rafts to take samples. Students are aiming to present preliminary 
findings at the Friends of Baker Park Annual meeting on May 13.

Center for Coastal and Watershed Studies at Hood College 
Research of Culler Lake is Underway


